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Lod and Haifa at the Junction of the Historic Railroads
Arch. Ruth Liberty-Shalev and Arch. Adi Har-Noy




Preface:

The trainand its railroads appeared in European transportation systems in the beginning of the 19th
century. In the Levant, however, the first railroads were laid only towards the end of that century.
The inauguration of the Jaffa-Jerusalem railway in 1892 and the Hijazi railway in 1905 heralded the
incorporation of the Land of Israel in the evolving regional network, which reached its zenith
with the Palestine Railways, operated by the British Mandate government.

During the 1940’s, Palestine was well connected to an array of regional railways, that allowed
transportation and trade with Qantara, Alexandria and Aswan in Egypt; Dara’a, Damascus and
Ma’an in Syria; Beirut in Lebanon® Haleb in Tripoli and Istanbul and Izmir in Turkey. The closing
of the borders of the State of Israel I 1948 severed the international connection of the railway, but
many of the existing line of the modern Israel Railways continue to use the historic infrastructure
first laid in early part of the 20th century.

In this paper, architects Ruth Liberti-Shalev and Adi Har-Noy will explore the development of
the railway system in our region, from the Ottoman Period, through the British Mandate and
early day of the Israeli Railways. The paper will focus on the Haifa and Lod stations as main
transportation junctions in the Middle East during the first half of the 20th century. These stations
and the railways that connected them played a key role in the economical, industrial and civil
development of the region at the time. The Lod and Haifa stations served as catalysts for the
growth of urban centers around them, including residential, trade and industrial quarters, some
of which are significant to the urban fabric of the cities even today.
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